Maundy Thursday

Community Song

Readings from:

John 13:1-17, Luke 22:15-29, John 13:33-35,
John 14:23-31, 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Part 1:
Leader:

The chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the
palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and they
schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. “But not during the
festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the people.”

Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to
the chief priests and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I
deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty
pieces of silver. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity
to hand him over.
It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour
had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already
prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus
knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that
he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up
from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel
around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and
began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that
was wrapped around him.
People:

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?”

Leader:

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later
you will understand.”

People:

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Leader:

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”

People:

“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands
and my head as well!”

Leader:

Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash
their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though
not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him,
and that was why he said not every one was clean.
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for
you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and
rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one
another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I
have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.
Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do
them.

Community Song

Part 2:
Leader:

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.
And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it
finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”
Then Jesus took a cup of wine, and when he had given thanks for
it, he said, "Take this and share it among yourselves. For I will not
drink wine again until the Kingdom of God has come."
Then he took a loaf of bread; and when he had thanked God for it,
he broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, "This is
my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." After
supper he took another cup of wine and said, "This cup is God's
new covenant to save you—an agreement sealed with the blood I
will pour out for you."
“I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But
this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread
has turned against me.’
“I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does
happen you will believe that I am who I am. Very truly I tell you,
whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts
me accepts the one who sent me.”

After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified,
“Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”
His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of
them he meant.
"But here at this table, sitting among us as a friend, is the man
who will betray me. For I, the Son of Man, must die since it is part
of God's plan. But how terrible it will be for my betrayer!"
People:

They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other,
“Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”

Leader:

Then the disciples began to question among themselves which of
them it might be who would do this.

People:

A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was
considered to be greatest.

Leader:

Jesus told them, "In this world the kings and great men order their
people around, and yet they are called `friends of the people.'
But among you, those who are the greatest should take the
lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant.
Normally the master sits at the table and is served by his
servants. But not here! For I am your servant. You have remained
true to me in my time of trial. And just as my Father has granted
me a Kingdom, I now grant you the right to eat and drink at my
table in that Kingdom."
"Dear children, how brief are these moments before I must go
away and leave you! Then, though you search for me, you cannot
come to me—just as I told the Jewish leaders. So now I am giving
you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved
you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will
prove to the world that you are my disciples.

People:

Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”

Leader:

Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you
will follow later.”

People:

Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my
life for you.”

Leader:

Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me?
Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me
three times!

All those who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them,
and we will come to them and live with them. Anyone who
doesn't love me will not do what I say. And remember, my words
are not my own. This message is from the Father who sent me. I
am telling you these things now while I am still with you.
But when the Father sends the Counsellor as my representative-and by the Counsellor I mean the Holy Spirit--he will teach you
everything and will remind you of everything I myself have told
you."
"I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the
peace I give isn't like the peace the world gives. So don't be
troubled or afraid. Remember what I told you: I am going away,
but I will come back to you again.
If you really love me, you will be very happy for me, because now
I can go to the Father, who is greater than I am. I have told you
these things before they happen so that you will believe when
they do happen."
"I don't have much more time to talk to you, because the prince
of this world approaches. He has no power over me, but I will do
what the Father requires of me, so that the world will know that I
love the Father."

Enacting the Lord’s Supper …
Part 3:
Leader:

Community Songs

For I pass on to you what I received from the Lord himself. On the
night when he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread and
gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it in pieces and said,
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this to remember
me.” In the same way, he took the cup of wine after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant between God and his
people—an agreement confirmed with my blood. Do this to
remember me as often as you drink it.”

Read together:

So now we have been given a new commandment: Love one other.
Just as Christ has loved us, so we should love each other. Our love
for one another should prove to the world that we are Christ’s
disciples.
Community Song
Dismissal:

When they had sung a hymn, Jesus left with his disciples and
crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden
with a grove of olive trees called Gethsemane. Jesus and his
disciples went into it.
Now Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers
and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. Judas
had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest
him.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and
kissed him.
Jesus replied, “Friend, do what you came for.”
Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the
Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him and led him
away…

